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The Legal Position


Teachers and other school staff in charge of pupils have a common law duty to act as any reasonably prudent parent would to make sure that pupils are healthy and safe on school premises and this might, in exceptional circumstances, extend to administering medicine and/or taking action in an emergency.  This duty extends to visits &  field trips.  Section 3(5) of the Children Act 1989 provides scope for teachers to do what is reasonable for the purpose of safeguarding or promoting children’s welfare.  This can give protection to teachers acting reasonably in emergency situations such as on school trips.





However, subject to this, there is no legal or contractual duty on school staff to administer medicine or supervise a pupil taking it.  This is a voluntary role.  Support staff might have specific duties as part of their contract.





School Policy


Parents are responsible for the administration of medicines to their children.  If their child requires medicine in the middle of the day they should return home for this or the parents should come to the school to administer the medicine.  Parents are advised in the school prospectus that pupils who are unwell should not be sent to school.  





The head is normally responsible for deciding whether the school can assist a pupil who needs medication.  Such decisions should, as far as practicable, encourage regular attendance and full participation in school life.   Children with medical needs have the same rights of admission to school as other children, and cannot generally be excluded from school for medical reasons.





If a parent is unable to administer medicine at midday, and the dose cannot be re-timed, the head is willing to administer the medicine.  That choice is his alone and should not devolve onto other teachers in his absence.





Before any medicine is administered full details must be brought to school, in accordance with NYCC guidance.





In the case of intimate or invasive treatment a witness of the same gender must be present.





We should not administer medicine to children who fall ill during the day.  Parents should be informed as soon as their child becomes unwell and that they should collect the child a.s.a.p.





Many pupils with long term medical conditions will not require medication during school hours.  When they do, some will be able to administer it themselves, but will require adult supervision.














 














